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telegram I waaruit bleek dat Churchill, zoals eerder al Bedell Smith had
gedaan, rekening hield met de mogelijkheid dat de oorlog met Duitsland
tot in de zomer zou moeten worden voortgezet. 'My ou/n view', seinde
Churchill,

. is the following, We could well forego the satisfaction of a simultaneous unconditional
surrender of the German troops in Holland if thereby we saved the Nationfrom the horrors
which otherwise await them. I would therefore place the area in a neutralised position
where no fighting would take place and al/ relief would come in and no dykes be opened
for a period of two or three months or till the complete brealedou/n of the German State
and Army organisation has taken place, whichever ended the sooner .

. Pray ascertain the American views of this. We must not be too stiff and proud
iuhere the life of a whole nation rests on a murderer's bell-push.

III any case the matter must be referred to the Soviet Government for their
information, though as it is only our troops who are fighting there, I do not admit their
velo' -

bij nader inzien was Churchill dus teruggekomen van de opinie die hij
daags tevoren had geuit in zijn gesprek met Gerbrandy toen hij had
gezegd dat de Sowjet-Unie de neutralisering van West-Nederland zou
moeten 'goedkeuren'. 'The matter is not devoid of urgency', seinde Churchill
verder.

'General Eisenhower, and through him, Field Marshal Montgomery, should of course be
informed and express their opinion ... It is a lerrible thing to lei an ancient Nation like
the Dutch be blolted out ... This is not a matter for half measures bul for a choice between
yes and no. In three months u/e can have al/we want anyhow. The only difference will
be: does Holland live or die? I should like you to show this telegram as it is to the
President. '

Edens activiteiten terzake in Washington komen straks aan de orde.

*

Zondagavond 15 april vond in Brown's Hotel een (niet-genotuleerde)
vergadering van de ministerraad plaats. De Quay die met Neher uit
Noord-Brabant was teruggevlogen, nam er aan deel, en ook van der Gaag
en Neher waren aanwezig; van deze laatste kende men de carrière in
overheidsdienst, van van der Gaag wisten de meeste ministers niets af.
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