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45. Deze factor o.a. sterk benadrukt bij P. J. Bouman, "De sfinx die
«historische waarheid» heet", in Wending, jrg. 38 (maart 1973) en H.
Roelfsema in zijn open brief [Zie de paragrafen 2 en 3 van dit hoofdstuk,
red.).
46. Te noemen vallen onder meer het archief van de Nederlandse Unie,
het archief van de eerder behandelde "eereraad", de collecties documentatie
van het Rijksinstituut voor Oorlogsdocumentatie, de brochures van de
Unie, het blad De Unie en eventueel ook interviews met betrokkenen.'

Het onderwerp van de Nederlandse Unie bracht de Duitse historicus
Gerhard Hirschfeld ter sprake in een beschouwing over 'Collaboration and
Attentism in the Netherlands 1940-41' die hij publiceerde in de Journal of
Contemporary History (16 (1981) 467-486).9 De schrijver poogde in de
geschiedschrijving over de bezetting een plaats in te ruimen voor
'attentisme' tussen de polen van collaboratie of verzet.

, 'All previous attempts to establish a gradual modification in social
behaviour during the occupation were determined by considerations -
mostly ethically motivated - in which collaboration and resistance were
seen as opposite poles. According to many authors, this choice outweighed
all other considerations in the mind of the population. In his foreword to
Werner Warmbrunn's study, Louis de Jong, without doubt the most
distinguished scholar on the history of the Netherlands during the second
world war, asserts: "the real life of peoples of occupied Europe lay between
the two extremes of collaboration and resistance". What should not be
forgotten, however, is that at least during the first months of German
occupation in the Netherlands this "pair of opposites" did not present an
adequate "either- or".

During the first phase of the occupation, the majority of the Dutch
populace was prepared to accept the political consequences of the military
events and, on the basis of the new power structure, to agree upon a modus
vivendi with the victors, for the sake of maintaining peace and security. The
willingness to co-operate with the Nazi occupation authorities was given
expression primarily by representatives of the conservative bourgeoisie

9 De noten van de auteur zijn hieronder niet weergegeven.
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